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READING 1
POLITICS IN BRITAIN
The British political scene is dominated by two major parties that have quite different political agendas. However, the ideological distance between the Labor Party and the Conservative Party has become less marked, and their policies more difficult to tell apart in recent years. In fact, it would be true to say that both parties consist of conservative, moderate and radical elements, and therefore the general public is often perplexed about which party to vote for. Nonetheless, it is usual to find that a British voter will lean towards supporting one of these two parties and remain faithful to that party for life. 

The Labor Party's manifest objective is to safeguard the interests of the common working man and woman, and, in effect, give them political representation in Parliament. The Party has always had strong connections with the trade unions, and, before coming to power, was passionately committed to the concept of a welfare society in which people who are less fortunate than others are politically and financially assisted in their quest for a more equitable slice of the economic pie. The main problem is that such socialist agendas are extremely expensive to implement and maintain, even in a comparatively wealthy country with a large working and, hence, taxpaying population base. Welfare societies tend towards bankruptcy unless government spending is kept in check. Fortunately, the present government recognizes this, and has resisted reckless spending. 

The Conservative Party, on the other hand, argues that the best way to ensure a fair division of wealth in the country is to allow more freedom to create it. This, in turn, means more opportunities, jobs created etc., and therefore more wealth available to all. Just how the poor are to share in the distribution of this wealth (beyond being given, at least in theory, the opportunity to create it), is, however, less well understood. Practice, of course, may make nonsense of even the best theoretical intentions, and often the less politically powerful are badly catered for under governments implementing "free-for-all" policies.

It is surprising, given the current homogeneity of the two major parties, that less attention than elsewhere in Europe is paid to the smaller political parties such as the Greens and the Liberal Democrats. This may be because British voters distrust parties with platforms based around one or two major current issues alone; the Green Party, for example, is almost solely concerned with the environment. Moreover, when it comes to casting a vote, history shows that the British public tends to resist change and, thus, the status quo is maintained.
 
Choose the correct letter A, B, C or D
1. Which is the best title for the passage?
A. The Labor and Conservative Parties
B. British Politics – an Overview
C. Who the Public Should Vote For
D. A Short History of Politics in Britain.

2. What is the main point of the first paragraph?
A. British voters are confused about which political party to vote for.
B. The policies of the two major British political parties are often similar.
C. Two political parties dominate the British political scene.
D. The policies of the two major British parties differ greatly.

3. Which is the topic sentence of the second paragraph?
A. Sentence number one
B. Sentence number two
C. The last sentence
D. none of the above

4. What is the main topic of the final paragraph of the passage?
A. current political issues
B. The Green Party
C. Attitudes of British voters
D. The smaller political parties

GAPFILL: The following is a summary of the passage. Choose words/phrases from the box below and refer to the passage to fill the gaps:
Two parties control the British political scene: the Labour Party  and the Conservative Party. Although (5)…………….. there are many similarities to be seen in their policies, British voters tend to stay loyal for life to the party of their choice. The (6) …………….. Party, encouraged by the unions, supports a welfare-based (7) …………….. whereas the (8) …………….. Party believes that freedom to pursue the creation of wealth ensures that all will eventually benefit from the opportunities created. Oddly, Britons do not follow Europeans by paying much (9) …………….. to smaller political parties, perhaps because their policies are based on just a few current political issues.

supporters      recently       Green        welfare
Labor             money         society       now
Conservative  support       attention






TRUE/ FALSE/ NOT GIVEN

 Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text.

	TRUE			if the statement agrees with the information
	FALSE		if the statement contradicts the information
	NOT GIVEN		if there is no information on this

10. Policies in support of the concept of a welfare society are costly.	T   F   NG
11. Britons usually vote for the party they supported early in life.		T   F   NG
12. The Labor Party was formed by the trade unions.			T   F   NG
13. Radical groups are only found within the Labor Party.			T   F   NG
14. The Conservative Party was formed after the Labor Party.		T   F   NG

READING 2:
LOST CARDS

If you discover that your credit card, cheque book, debit card or cash card is missing, telephone the credit card company or bank as soon as possible. Follow this up with a letter. If you suspect theft, tell the police as well. In most circumstances, provided you act quickly, you will not have to pay any bills which a thief runs up on your account. Most home insurance policies will also cover you against even this limited risk.
Because plastic money is now so common, central registration schemes such as Credit Card Shield and Card Protection System exist to help customers whose cards are lost or stolen. Under the schemes you file details of all your cards – including cash cards and account cards issued by shops – with a central registry, for a small annual fee. The, if any or all of your cards are stolen, you need to make only one phone call to the registry, which is open around the clock 365 days a year. As soon as you have called, your responsibility for any bills run up by the thief ends and the scheme's staff make sure that all the companies whose cards you had are notified.
What you stand to lose on a stolen card
CREDIT CARD You will not have to pay more than [image: ]50 of the bills a thief runs up with your card. If you report the loss before the card is used, you will not have to pay anything.
CHEQUES AND GUARANTEE CARD Unless you have been careless-by signing blank cheques, say – you will not have to pay for any forged cheques a thief uses. The bank or shop that accepts them will have to bear the loss.
DEBIT CARD (Switch or Visa Delta) The banks operate a system similar to that for credit cards, in that you are liable for bills up to [image: ]50.
If your cash card is stolen Legally, you can be made to pay back any sums a thief withdraws using your card, but only up to the time you report the loss and up to [image: ]50, unless the bank can prove gross negligence, such as writing your personal identification number on your card.
Never keep your card and a note of your personal number (which does not appear on the card) together.
Memorize your personal number if possible. If you must make a note of it, disguise it as something else – a telephone number, say.
The same rules and precautions apply to a credit card used as a cash card.
Choose the correct letter A, B, C or D
15. What should you do first if you lose a credit card?
A. contact your insurance company
B. write a letter
C. contact the police
D. make a phone call

16. Credit Card Shield is
A. an insurance company which deals with card theft.
B. a system for registering people's card details.
C. an emergency telephone answering service.
D. an agency for finding lost or stolen cards.

17. When contacted, the Card Protection System company will
A. inform the police about the loss of the card.
B. get in touch with the relevant credit card companies.
C. ensure that lost cards are replaced.
D. give details about the loss od the card to shops.

18. You are fully covered by both banks and shops if you lose
A. a cheque that is signed but not otherwise completed.
B. a blank unsigned cheque.
C. a Switch card.
D. a credit card.

19. If you have written your personal number on a stolen card, you may have to
A. join a different credit card protection scheme.
B. pay up to [image: ]50 for any loss incurred.
C. pay for anything  the thief buys on it.
D. change your account to a different bank.

20. What happens if your card is stolen?
A. You arrange for the card to be returned.
B. The bank stops you withdrawing money.
C. You may have to pay up to [image: ]50 of any stolen money.
D. You cannot use a cash card in future.


______Hết_______
GHI CHÚ: CÁN BỘ COI THI KHÔNG  ĐƯỢC GIẢI THÍCH GÌ THÊM.
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